The spirited rhythms of Eisa drumming gave me more than lessons in performance; it became
a lens through which | view this world today.

Although | was born in the United States, | had an encounter with Okinawan culture when | was
in the St. Matthew’s Lutheran Japanese preschool. When | held Paranku for the first time, | did
not realize how significant the connection with an island 11,620 kilometers away was for me. But
even after | graduated from preschool, enthusiasm for Eisa continued to grow over more than
10 years. | went to every practice held by Chimu Don Don, and performed in so many cultural
activities in different schools and organizations. One day in 2018, my mother started to learn the
Okinawa sanshin, which brought me into the community of the Okinawa Kenjinkai. Meeting with
people from Kenjinkai, and taking part in the Eisa taiko in the tradition of the spring party,
summer picnic, and Yuiden every year further sparked my interest in heritage. While growing up
in such loving surroundings, | finally had the opportunity to visit Okinawa during my sophomore
year in high school. A desire to experience authentic music and performance motivated me so

much.

However, one thing that caught my attention during the trip was the enormous size of the U.S.
military base taking place in the middle of the city. The U.S. military forces cover approximately
25% of Okinawa’s land and disturb about 1.4 million people’s homes. When | faced reality, |
remembered people in Chicago, everyone who cherishes and passes on the Okinawan
language, foods, dances, and music to young people of the next generation who live in the
United States, just like me. | know that the Okinawa community shares and celebrates the
strong and heartwarming connection with Okinawa culture, but at the same time, negative
social, environmental, and political consequences are associated with the development of U.S.
military facilities in the land of Okinawa. Even though we all share the same culture regardless
of nationality, there are still so many people suffering under the weight of international relations
between developed nations.

When | started focusing on the history of Okinawa and international issues in the world, | found
out about the field of international relations, which immediately struck my passion. In particular,
research on Japan-United States relations focused on military operations has decisively stood
out to me. Even though I'm going to leave my hometown and the community, | am certain that |
can meaningfully study and contribute to the military challenges that are strongly shaping the
United States and Okinawa connection. Moreover, I'm planning to keep in touch with Okinawan
culture by participating in Okinawa Kenjinkai organized in Kyoto, Japan, where I'm going for
college.

Eisa taiko gave me a second home of the Okinawa Kenjinkai and unforgettable experiences for
the past 12 years. At the same time, they also guided me to this future that I'm really excited to
jump into from next fall. Because the Okinawa community in Chicago gave me an opportunity
and courage to explore the world, | would like to develop my standpoint in Japan, as a member
of the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai.



