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Announcements
Dear Members,
Summer has arrived and we hope all of you are staying safe and practicing social distancing.
A lot has happened in the past few months and although we are not able to get together in the
near future, we will continue to connect with our members through our newsletters, website and
Facebook sites. The following are several announcements concerning cancellations and other
newsworthy items. This will be a shortened version of our regular newsletter.
Events Cancelled: Due to the uncertainty of the coronavirus and to ensure the safety of our
members, all events for 2020 will be cancelled including the following:

Annual Picnic

Cooking classes

Keiro-no-Hi (Respect for Elders Day)

Uchinanchu Day
We ask for your understanding during these difficult times and look forward to seeing you next
year under better circumstances.
Memberships: Just a reminder to renew your membership if you haven't already done so. An
application form has been enclosed for your convenience. The revised By-Laws have been
posted to the website. Please review them and we will vote on approval at the next meeting.
Tax-Exempt: In May, our organization became a tax-exempt organization under section 501c3.
All monetary donations are tax deductible. Your donations help keep our organization going and
help pay for the annual scholarship fund, events, and expenses.
Membership Directory: Due to the cancellation of the New Year's Party in April, we were
unable to distribute the 2020 Membership Directory. If you would like a printed copy, please
contact Linda Asato at 773-593-4009 or lhasato1@gmail.com or any of the officers. Directories
are free and will be issued to paid members who request a copy.

2020 Scholarship Winners
We are pleased to announce two winners of the 2020 Chicago
Okinawa Kenjinkai $1000 Scholarship fund. The officers
decided to select two recipients this year since we did not have
an applicant last year.
Our winners are Kaitlin Skurnak of Naperville and Anna Walker
of Racine, WI. They each submitted an essay of what Okinawa
means to them and have excellent school records.
Kaitlin is a senior at Waubonsie Valley High School and will be
studying Systems Engineering and Design at University of
Illinois-Urbana. She is the granddaughter of longtime
members, Nobuko and Alex Gonzales, daughter of Linda and
Michael Skurnak and niece of Paula Schmidling.
Anna is a senior at Racine Lutheran High School and will
major in Psychology at Marquette University. Anna is the
daughter of longtime member and taiko drummer, Kumiko
Kaitlin Skurnak of Naperville Walker.

Anna Walker of Racine, WI

Congratulations to you both! The kenjinkai members are proud
of you and wish you the best of luck in pursuing your degree
and future goals.
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In Memoriam - Wally Juravic
Jerome "Wally" Juravic, 80, of Park City, passed away on June 1, 2020, at Captain
James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center in North Chicago. He was born on
April 24, 1940, in Chicago. In 1971, Wally married the love of his life, Yoshiko Abe,
in Tokyo, Japan. He loved the Lord, reading his Bible, and was a member of the
Village Church of Gurnee.
Wally enjoyed traveling around the world, listening to classical music, and
supporting the activities of the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai. For many years he
was an indispensable volunteer assisting our Matsuri Taiko group with the setup of
many performances. We will never forget his enthusiasm for the "kachashii
dancing" at the end of each performance as he was always the first dancer up on
the stage. Wally was loved by all members of the kenjinkai and will be dearly
missed.
He is survived by his loving family; wife of 50 years, Yoshiko Juravic; two sons,
Kenji (Monica) Juravic and Frank (Anna Marie Gurney) Juravic and three
grandchildren.

Donations - Thank You
$100 and above:

Chicago Japanese Club (CJC) members, Shinya Uehara, Robert
Higa, George and Misao Higa, Ikuko Nichols (Shuri Castle), Chimu Don Don members,
Yumiko Cole (Shuri Castle), Shizuko Kindred, Yuki Oshiro, Linda Asato
$50 to $99: Ruth Keyso, Kathleen Nichols, Yoneko Cabel, Yusuke Arakaki, Kazuko
Lowdermilk
Under $50: Katherine Anamizu, Yoneko Berenz, Kuniko Hirata, Minori Yamaki,
Doris Uehara, Michiko Ishikawa, Atsuko Moore, Mika Janz, Kumiko Walker

Welcome to our new members:

Nathan and Mayumi Aaberg, Kayo and Shamika Robinson,
Atsuko Moore, Mika Janz, Juliette Lunger

Officers Contact Information
PRESIDENT: Linda Asato

Cell: 773-593-4009

Email: lhasato1@gmail.com
Email: yamakimr1@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT: Minori Yamaki
SECRETARY: Doris Uehara

Cell: 847-340-0435

Email: doris.uehara@kintetsu.com

TREASURER: Michiko Ishikawa

Cell: 224-443-0704

Email: Mishikawa817@gmail.com

SARGENT-AT-ARMS: Dennis Potamites Cell: 847-677-4240
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Email: potoesan@aol.com

From America:
Okinawan Minyo (music)
CORONA-BUSHI

Written by Etsuko Crissey (Okinawa Times)
Translated by Doris Uehara

As the Covid-19 was rapidly spreading across the
world, Okinawa Kenjinkai Members in America
wrote new lyrics to the melody of a familiar
Okinawan Minyo song, DENSA-BUSHI. This was in
the hopes that we can overcome this situation with
our hearts as one. Written in the Okinawan dialect,
the song informed people how to prevent the
spread of the virus and how to influence positive
spirit during this pandemic. This parody was called
"CORONA BUSHI" and through Facebook and SNS,
the music became widely popular.
CORONA BUSHI lyrics have YAAGUMAI SHIKIN
NUTAMI (to stay in your home is doing good for the
society), CHIMUAWACHI MAMUTIIKA (let us all
work as one and follow the rule), TAGENI
CHIBARANAYA (we must work together). This is to
address the difficult times that we are all facing
today.

Members of Ohio Okinawa Tomonokai, Satoko Kortland (73) who is originally from Kita Daitou Mura, Setsuko Running
(70) from Nago City and Hideko Moore (80) from Ginowan City wrote out the lyrics. Unable to get together with the
kenjinkai members or to go out due to the stay at home order and social distancing, I wanted to do something to
connect with everyone, says Satoko. Setsuko used to write Haiku and Tanka (Japanese poem) when she was
younger therefore, she thought about the current situation and the words came to her right away. Setsuko wrote the
first verse and Satoko wrote the 2nd and the 4th verses. When Satoko told Hideko of what they were doing, she
thought about it for 5-6 minute and completed the 3rd verse.
After the lyrics were completed, they asked Yoneko Cabel (82) originally from Uruma City and member of the Chicago
Okinawa Kenjinkai to assist with the music arrangement. Yoneko has been teaching sanshin for a very long time to the
Chicago Kenjinkai members. Yoneko said that when she received the lyrics and tried to sing it to the tune of Densa
Bushi, it was slightly awkward at first, so she had to tweek it a little and that took about a week.
The YouTube video of Yoneko's performance was instantly posted on the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai facebook page
and then was shared to Florida Kenjinkai, then to Latin American Okinawa Kenjinkais as well. Through the local
acquaintance, Okinawan Minyo singer, Hajime Nakasone also sang this song on the radio in Okinawa.
The three ladies who wrote the lyrics were surprised that it gained this much attention. They just wanted to make a
song for everyone to be cheerful and happy during these difficult times.
Corona Bushi can be heard on both Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai and Florida Okinawa Kenjinkai Facebook pages and
the www.chicagookinawakenjinkai.com website.
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