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President’s Message
Greetings and Happy Summer, everyone!

Spring kicked off with a bang, as our groups showcased their talents at three
special events in May as part of Asian Heritage month; the Wilmette Asian
Festival, Skokie Festival of Cultures and Ft. Wayne IN Cherry Blossom
Festival.
¢ A big thank you to all the performers who took part in these events to
represent Chicago and the Okinawa Kenjinkai community.
* Up next? The Japan Festival at Chase Promenade, Millenium Park in
downtown Chicago on Sun., June 16 - save the date!

Our Spring Party was a hit! Cheers to the lively crowd, dedicated volunteers,
and hardworking members. Much appreciation to everyone who contributed
and renewed their memberships. As we get ready for the picnic in July, we
seek volunteers who can help with setting up in the morning and with
distributing the bentos at 12noon. Please contact one of the officers if you
can help us. Wishing you all a fantastic and safe summer!

--Linda Asato, President

Save the Date-Aug.10
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Get ready for an upcoming dynamic showcase titled "Yuiden - Love," a two-hour
presentation of Okinawan performing arts right here in the heart of the Midwest. This
event will feature the talented entertainer from Okinawa, Yasuhide Uezu, alongside
performers from the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai, collaborating with dancers and
drummers from St. Matthews Church Chimu Don Don group. Join us for this event at
New Trier High School in Winnetka on Saturday, August 10th. Although admission is
free, remember to reserve your tickets in advance. Bring along your family and friends
for a delightful afternoon. We look forward to seeing you there!




Summer 2024

ANNLAL PIENIE

Bunker Hill - Grove No. 6 in Niles IL

Sat., July 27th, 2024 11:30 am - 4pm

o ' » Raffle and 50/50 raffle with cash prize

® oY ; .
2y O » Bingo and games for children and adults
:\‘r" e Freesoda, tea and water
J“.u 5 o Guest fee is $5

» Bring your summer vegetables to share

Bentobox Order

No. 1- Chicken teriyaki/salmon - $15 Place your orders by Wed.,

Tamagoyaki, shumai, kanikama, kinpira, hijiki,
potato salad

No. 2 - Okinawan Bento (spam) - $10
Spam, mozuku, miso goya, beni imo, andansu
miso, konbu

No. 3 - Okinawan Bento (vegetarian) - $10
Age tofu, konbu iricha, konbu with gobo, miso
goya, andansu and mozuku

--All bentos come with white rice

How to order: Contact Linda Asato by
Email: chicagookiken@gmail.com or
Phone: 773-593-4009

Please pay by cash, Zelle, check or credit
card at the picnic.

How to get there.... 659

Between Touhy Ave. and Devon Ave,;
between Milwaukee Ave. and Caldwell

Ave. : e — . :
T . No. 2 - Okinawan bento No. 3 - Okinawan bento
Website: Bunker Hill Fpdcc e e e

L

Additional guidelines:
e There will be no potluck or food sharing. Please bring food for yourself or family or preorder a
Bento Lunch.
e Soda and water will be provided
« Bring folding chairs, bench seating is limited.



--Community News and Announcements—

Introducing our new Secretary - Satsuki Morgan

Please welcome Satsuki Morgan, our new secretary with a special
message to our members:

Hi! My name is Satsuki and | am the new secretary. I’m from Naha City,
Okinawa and have lived in Roscoe, Il with my husband, Travis and
children for 22 years. We have 4 kids, 1 dog and 2 cats!

I’'ve been a member of the sanshin group since last fall and really enjoy
it! | love playing the sanshin. | want to share the goodness of the
sanshin and spread the beautiful culture of Okinawa to as many people
as possible! | hope to meet some of the members at the next picnic.
Thank you.

Acknowledging Doris Uehara - our outgoing Secretary
During the Spring Party, we expressed our gratitude to Doris Uehara
for her eight years of unwavering dedication to the kenjinkai
organization. Whether at parties, picnics, Yuiden events, or cooking
classes, she and her family have been a consistent source of support
for us. At each officer’s meeting, she meticulously documented our
discussions and agenda items. Doris also provided valuable
suggestions that enhanced our efficiency and cost-effectiveness. In
recognition of her contributions, we presented her with a Certificate
of Appreciation and a gift card. While we will miss her, Doris assured
us that she and her family will continue to volunteer as needed.

Doris Uehara Thank you, Doris!

ersGtY
)4””“/ Theme Contest !

The Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai is gearing up for its 60th anniversary celebration in May 202 5 and
seeking a captivating theme for this milestone event. Having promoted the Okinawan cultu
th roughout the Mldwest for nearly six decades, the organizatlon is now en_

the essence of Oklnawan spirit. Some prevlous ldeas mclude “Embra
Dwersrty,“ "Let's Toast to Oklnawan Spmt,?' and more.

2025
Kindly submit your th‘em'e t
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--10 year Anniversary Memorial--

The Asato family is honored to present this tribute to
Noboru Asato, who passed away 10 years ago in August.
He was a beloved husband, father, father-in-law, grandfather,
businessman and a devoted supporter of the Kenjinkai
community for numerous years.

o
&2
&
With heartfelt regards, /]\

Linda, Anne, Sara, Mark, Nichole, and Kendyl

Q.
SN OR

In Memory of Paul K. Doi, member and dear friend

Born November 19, 1936 to Mitsuji and Ritsue Doi in Seattle, WA. In 1945, his
family resettled to the southside of Chicago. He loved being a Southsider. He had
friendships and memories that continued to this day. He is survived by his wife,
Tonko, children Mitchell (Tonisha) and Paula Doi, granddaughter SJ Cavé Doi
(Josh Caveé Doi) Jason Doi, great granddaughter Juno Toshiko, sisters Irene
Okuda, Grace Kido and Julia Shaw, sister in law Laura Muraoka (Peter Izui) brother
in law Tom Muraoka (Verna), many nieces and nephews and good friends who
were like brothers and sisters to him.

-

A Friendly Reminder to please renew your membership!

Please renew your membership for 2024 if you have not already done so.
Family is $25 and Single is $15. Payment can be made by cash, check, Zelle,
or credit card. Forms are available to download from the website:
www.chicagookinawakenjinkai.com or ask one of the officers for a copy.
You can also renew your membership at the picnic, forms will be available.

Additional photos and events are posted on our Facebook page:
Facebook.com/ChiOkiKen
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Meet our Sanshin Group Members!

We are delighted to introduce two of our talented sanshin players, Akari Shimizu
and Yaeko Minamikawa, who have showcased their skills at our events. We have
requested them to share their experiences and their initial encounters with the
sanshin. Stay tuned as we feature more players in each upcoming newsletter.

Akari Shimizu
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| heard the sanshin before | ever saw one. For a long time, | always thought it was such a nice and relaxing sound but didn’t
realize what instrument it was coming from. Perhaps it was a shamisen. Then, one day at the Minnesota Japanese Festival, |
saw the Minnesota Okinawa Kenjinkai perform and thought, “That’s it!” | realized that the sound | loved so much was the
Sanshin! Immediately after the show, | introduced myself, and joined the group.That was 15 years ago. Even now, when |
hear the sanshin, | feel like | can smell sea salt and feel the ocean wind.I love it!

But after | started practicing, | quickly realized that playing, and singing, is both rewarding and very challenging. There is so
much to learn. But with the support of the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai, | am progressing at my own pace, getting better little
by little. | want thank Toshiko san from Minnesota Okinawa Kenjinkai, Yoneko san from Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai, and
Mayumi san from our Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai Sanshin Group for teaching me everything they know about Sanshin.

One of the things | like best about playing is accompanying the dancers and Eisa group. When we do, it feels like we are
standing at the entrance of Okinawa culture and peering in. | am always deeply moved and honored by its depth of
tradition.

I am lucky to be part of the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai Sanshin group. They think of others more than themselves and if
anyone needs support, they are always quick to help. They all practice so hard, and even though everyone is busy with their
jobs, raising children, or housework, they are always cheerful. They share my enthusiasm for sanshin, and every day | am
grateful to be able to practice and perform with them as a group. Thank you.

Akari Shimizu




Yaeko Minamikawa
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“The Day | Met Sanshin” by
Yaeko Minamikawa

This is the story of how | joined the sanshin group.

One Saturday afternoon a few years ago, while | was shopping at the Mitsuwa Market, | heard unfamiliar sounds of
stringed instruments, drums, and singing coming from the back of the store. Intrigued, | walked toward the sound and
realized it was coming from behind a door marked 'STAFF ONLY.' | also heard happy laughter.

“What is this sound? What is this place? For some reason, it feels nostalgic,” | thought to myself. Without even
knocking, | quietly pulled the door open and peeked inside.

1 saw a few people playing three-stringed Japanese instruments, one person beating a drum, and hitting pieces of
wood like castanets. In the middle of the room, several people were dancing to the music, while others were eating
homemade Japanese food and chatting happily.

I was surprised to find such a place in Mitsuwa. "What are they doing here? It sounds like folk music, but what kind of
music is that?" | was so curious that | continued to watch through the gap in the door. Having come to America at the
age of 20, | didn’t know much about Okinawa, so | didn’t realize | was hearing Okinawan music at the time.

A short older lady wearing a bright red sweater called out to me from behind.

"Hey, what are you doing?"

"Oh, sorry... | was attracted by the sound... and peeked in."

"What's your name? Please come inside. My name is Yoneko."

“Um, yes, my name is Yaeko. It's nice to meet you."

“This place is where members of the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai gather every Saturday to practice karate, sanshin, and
dance."

Yoneko-san explained about the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai, the musical instrument called sanshin, and Ryukyu
dance. | also got to taste Okinawan food for the first time. It was an entirely new experience for me.

By the end of that day, | had joined the sanshin group and started participating the following Saturday.

Coincidentally, at that time, | had a roommate from Okinawa, and we joined the sanshin group together.

This is the story of how | joined the sanshin group.

It's already been 14 years since that day. Even now, just like 14 years ago, my heart leaps when | hear the sound of the
sanshin, and I'm soothed by its Okinawan music. | enjoy playing the sanshin and singing with the group.

FAOCA

4
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2024 Spring Party Highlights

Consul General Yanagi and Mrs. Yanagi
with the Kenjinkai officers

Volunteers selling raffle tickets

(R p— _
Robby Uehara at the buffet table

Young taiko performers performing Dynamic Ryukyu



Sanshin group members performing
a medley of songs

Audience dancing to the lively Kachashii music as the party drew to a close

2024 Spring Party Message from Minori Yamaki, VP
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Scenes from the 2022 Lunar Gala, Skokie Festival of
Cultures and Ft. Wayne Cherry Blossom Festival

Lively performances at the 2024
Lunar Gala at the Drury Lane
venue in Oak Brook

b

Consulate staff with the Kenjinka

s

i performers

at Skokie Festival of Cultures Our groups showcased their talents at four Sanshin group performing at
significant events in February and May. These Skokie Festival of Cultures
photos highlight: = :
¢ The first event was at the 2024 Lunar Gala ) 4 /,-'H,.'F_.i\\\\'ﬂ,,
attended by 900 persons at the Drury Lane in :H{/(_'__‘gaﬂp_..\‘\\\\‘
Oak Brook. v
* The next event was the Wilmette Asian
Festival.

* Following that, they put on a 20-minute
performance at the Skokie Festival of Cultures.

* The very next day, the performers traveled
three hours to present their skills at the Ft.

For more photos check
out the Ft. Wayne
Indiana Cherry

Wayne Cherry Blossom Festival in Indiana, Blossom Festival
before a large audience of college students and Facebook page
families.

« A big thank you to all the performers who took
part in these events to represent Chicago and
the Kenjinkai community.

A
Sanshin group at the Ft Wayne IN Cherry Consulate staff in front of Shuri-jo banner
Blossom Festival at Skokie Festival
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2024 Donations

mﬁ“k (/0“ /ﬂ::t/

you supp?

Diamond Level $2000: In honor of Noboru Asato on the 10th Anniversary Memorial. Donated by
Linda Asato and the Asato family; Anne, Sara, Mark, Nichole, and Kendyl.

Platinum Level $200 - $1000: Perry Higa $500, Michiko Ishikawa $250, Shinya Uehara $250

Gold Level $100 - $200: Joseph and Jennifer Benigno, Bryan Berenz, Yoneko Berenz, Etsuko and
Albert Des Rosiers, Bob Higa, Shinoko & Don Janz, Shannon Kindred, Shizuko Kindred, Kathleen
Nichols, Richard and Yumiko Ormsby, Dennis & Sumiko Potamites, Tomiko Schumaier

Silver Level under $100:

Rachel Aka, Katherine Anamizu, Machiko Bando, Kazumi Blachman, Yoneko Cabel, Megumi Nishihara Carroll,
Miki Crawford, Betty DeAvila, Linda Everitt, Tia Felice, Mike & Kathy Higa, Kuniko Hirata, Misako Honjo, Akiko
Ishikawa, Hayako Kikuchi, Kimi Kimura, Rie Kobayashi, John & Mitsue Koch, Akiko Maeda, lkue Matsuda, Lisa
Miller, Carlos Montes, Yoshiko Taki Murakami, Yoshie Nakasone-Patton, Edward and Ikuko Nichols,

Dennis and Sumiko Potamites, Naomi and Chuck Salerno, Christian and Paula Schmidling, Marlene Serikaku,
Toshiko Shimabuku, Linda & Michael Skurnak, Junko Sudo, Miyako Tsuchida, Miyoko Whiteside, Richard &
Sachiko Wiseberg, Dan and Minori Yamaki, Fred Yamanuha, Mieko Zukeran

Welcome New Members!!

We want to welcome several new members to our Kenjinkai family. A total of 8 individuals and
families joined in 2024. We hope they will take advantage of the many benefits our organization
offers. Our apologies if we left anyone out.

Rachel Aka Kristi Lin

Yoshiko Murakami Megumi Nishihara Carroll
Marina Takara Tia Felice

Kohei Tomita Mark Glochowsky

] v ;‘g
\ n
Yujiro Uza
Goodwill Ambassador
uzadojo@yahoo.com

LS

Minorl Yamakl VP
yamakimrl@hotmail.com

Linda Asato, President
773-593-4009
lhasatol@gmail.com

Michiko Ishikawa, Treasurer Satsuki Morgan, Secretary
Goodwill Ambassador satsukikitty@gmail.com
mishikawa601@gmail.com

dy \
Talko & Ryubu Dance Okinawan Karate Okmawan Sanshin Ukulele Group Performance Contact
Mitsue Koch Yujiro Uza Mayumi Tonks Kathy Serikaku Kathy Nichols
773-706-0813 uzadojo@yahoo.com 630-303-7005 630-213-4343 Y

mk51@att.net

mseino@hotmail.com
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Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai
P.O. Box 94
Elk Grove Village, IL 60009

Follow us on Facebook.com/ChiOkiKen
Website: www.chicagookinawakenjinkai.com




